318 Gaylord’s Case of Intussusception. 

This case is interesting in a physiological view, for at no period 
subsequently to the operation of tying the second carotid, with the 
exception of the faintness and debility which occurred from the actual 
loss of blood on the removal of the tumour, has there been a single 
symptom of deficiency of blood in the brain. Indeed, at one period, 
viz. in the spring of 1829, sixteen or seventeen months after the ope¬ 
ration, the opposite state seems to have existed; as the patient had a 
flushed face, accompanied with head-ache daily for two or three 
weeks, and was not relieved essentially by cathartics. A single 
large bleeding entirely removed the symptoms. 

The engraving represents the appearance of the tumour after the 
head was shaved, previously to the first operation. 

November 2.4th , 1829. 


Art. VIII. Extraordinary Case of Intussusception . By Levi Gay¬ 
lord, M. D. of Sodus, New York. (Communicated in a letter to 
A. W. Ives, M. D. of New York.) 

At your request, I send you the following account of an extraordi¬ 
nary case of intus-susception. 

In the month of October, 1827, I was called to the house of the 
Rev. William Stone, of this town, to attend on his grandson, Wil¬ 
liam Henry, then about six years of age. His first symptoms did 
not indicate a very severe attack. A cathartic was administered, 
winch operated readily, and with apparent efficacy. On the following 
day he began to complain of pain in the bowels, attended with con¬ 
siderable fever, which continued with increasing severity for two or 
three days, until nausea, stercoraceous vomiting, and the usual symp¬ 
toms of the most obstinate constipation, or intus-susception, were 
distinctly prominent. 

Bleeding, blistering, cathartics, often repeated, beginning with the 
mildest castor oil, Epsom salt, followed by jalap, calomel, croton 
oil, &c. with enemata frequently administered, (two or three occa¬ 
sionally of tobacco,) and Dr. Hosack’s emetic process, with the warm 
bath, were severally and unitedly resorted to, and persevered in, 
under my personal direction and inspection, for about four days. 

The acuteness of the pain, the intensity of the heat, together with 
the accelerated pulse, reddened, shrivelled, dark furred tongue, and 
great prostration of strength, indicating a tendency to putrescency, 
left us scarce a shadow of hope, that the termination of the case could 
be favourable. 
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In about four or five days, an evacuation was procured, of a dark 
briny appearance, somewhat of an indigo tinge, followed by a speedy 
mitigation, and soon by an entire alleviation of all the alarming symp¬ 
toms. 

This discharge was succeeded by one or two rather copious dis¬ 
charges, exhibiting nearly the same appearances. The evacuations 
soon became natural, the bowels open and regular, the febrile symp¬ 
toms disappeared, the tongue cleared, the appetite returned; in short, 
the whole system appeared with unwonted rapidity to resume its or¬ 
dinary functions, and place him in a most favourable and convalescent 
state. 

In a little more than two days from the opening of the bowels, I 
believed and declared my patient out of danger, and left him without 
any appointment to see him again, but the next morning was summon¬ 
ed to attend him, as his symptoms were materially worse, and “an 
astonishing appearance presented itself from the bowels having come 
down.” 

I immediately repaired to the house, and found a portion of the 
intestines protruding in two doublings or folds of several inches in 
length. Most of the intestine thrust out, was in a state of incipient 
mortification; some more advanced in the putrifying process; and 
other portions exhibiting a nearly natural appearance. In this state 
I should not have thought that any person who had ever seen or 
handled an intestine, would have doubted whether this were such. 

I immediately gave up the patient for lost, and notified the family of 
what I considered die inevitable result. I however applied a poultice 
of charcoal and yeast to the part, directed a saturated decoction of 
cinchona, and also brandy, to be administered as the stomach would 
bear, and nourishing broth to support him while he lived. 

In about twenty-four hours, the protruded portion of the bowels 
sloughed off; it measured twenty-three inches in length, exclusive of 
about three inches contained in a fold, which adhered too firmly to 
be detached or extended, and which I supposed had formed tire ori¬ 
gin, and laid the foundation of the difficulty and obstinacy, develop¬ 
ed in the progress of the disease. 

That it was not the internal membrane of the bowels which was 
thrown off, appeared to me evident, from the thickness of the part 
which appeared in this respect natural; from its being whole and en¬ 
tire, with a continuous canal through its whole length, with occasion¬ 
ally some small erosions, which appeared to be made through the 
outer and not through the other coats of the intestines; distinctlydis- 
covering, as I thought, more than one coat to the part thrown off; but 
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more certainly apparent from the fact, that I suppose it impossible 
for the internal coat to be separated, and yet retain the fold or 
doubling of the bowels, perfectly adhering and growing together, as 
was this, (admitting a separation so long and entire might take place 
under some circumstances,) an admission which I think taxes credu¬ 
lity itself, beyond sufferance. Certain it is, that it could not have 
been thrown off, with the adhesions, and in the form in which it was 
examined; and it seems equally improbable that adhesive inflamma¬ 
tion could have taken place after the separation. But I do not feel 
either called upon or competent to enter a defence of an opinion, 
which has been perfectly satisfactory to myself, and shall only vouch 
for the correctness of the facts set forth, leaving it for others more at 
leisure and better qualified than myself, to make their deduction and 
form theories as philosophical or hypothetical as they please. 

After the separation of the detached portion of the bowels, pas¬ 
sages were procured, though with considerable pain and difficulty. 
The evacuations put on much the appearance of the fermenting wash 
in a distillery. Digestion was very imperfect: emaciation to an extent 
but rarely witnessed ensued; and the assimilating powers of nutrition 
were so feebly maintained, that the lamp of life gleamed feebly in its 
socket, and was momentarily threatened with entire extinction. 

In this state he continued with little alteration for several weeks, 
when a novel and interesting feature of the complaint was gradually 
developed, until it became the prominent characteristic of the case. 

The pain which had been pretty constant, gradually became pe¬ 
riodical, until it assumed all the regularity of parturient pains, it its 
returns, varying from five to fifteen minutes between each successive 
paroxysm. The voice also was precisely of that kind which distin¬ 
guishes such pains, uttering those cries which indicate the most 
piercing distress, and which might be heard to a considerable dis¬ 
tance from the house. Each paroxysm lasted about a minute and a 
half, and was succeeded by an interval of perfect ease. On the re¬ 
turn of each pain, the abdomen which before was jejune and con¬ 
tracted, suddenly grew distended and inflated, discovering through 
its thin parietes, every movement and tortuous winding of the intes¬ 
tinal tube, each portion of which seemed endeavouring to force its 
way through the thin teguments which enclosed it, and exhibited a 
tympanitic hardness and tenseness, seldom witnessed in the most 
obstinate diseases of that kind, but which instantly and entirely sub¬ 
sided in exact ratio to the pain. 

This distressing symptom was treated, during some weeks, with 
antispasmodics, anodynes, blistering, fomentations, and gentle ca- 
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thartics, -with every means which I supposed might enter into a palli¬ 
ative or curative course of treatment At length I resolved on a 
mercurial course, notwithstanding the extremely low state of the pa¬ 
tient, and to my great satisfaction, this troublesome and distressing 
symptom subsided, as soon as I had carried it to the point of gentle 
and moderate salivation. 

Health was gradually restored, and at this date, (about two years 
since the period of the attack,) my former patient is a tolerably 
healthy lad, subject, however, more than ordinarily, to attacks of 
colic and other bowel complaints. 

Sodus, N. Y. Sept. 29, 1829. 


Art. IX. On the Climate and Diseases of Washington County , 
Ohio. Read before the Twelfth Medical Society of Ohio, at their 
Semi-annual Meeting, in Athens, November 3d, 1829. By S. P. 
Hildreth, M. D. President of the Society. (Communicated for 
this Journal.) 

THE County of Washington is bounded on the north and north¬ 
east by Morgan and Munroe Counties; south-east and south by the 
Ohio river, and west by Athens County. It is forty three miles in 
length, from east to west, and twenty-two miles in breadth, from 
north to south, becoming narrower at the eastern extremity. It con¬ 
tains about six hundred square miles, and a population of eleven 
thousand. The face of the country is uneven and broken, affording 
but few tracts of level land, remote from the borders of the streams. 
The inhabitants are mostly from New England, or descendents of 
New England parents, and still retain their habits of morality, in¬ 
dustry, and frugality. The dwelling houses are generally good and 
comfortable, being built either of bricks, frames, or hewed logs, and 
contain most of the articles necessary either for health or convenience. 
Since the first settlement of the county, in the year 1788, great im¬ 
provements have been made, not only in clearing lands, but in plant¬ 
ing orcliards, and constructing highways and bridges. The soil, 
though broken, is fertile, producing all the crops of the climate in 
abundance. Not more than one-eighth of the land is yet under 
cultivation; the balance is covered with forest trees; the hills prin¬ 
cipally with the different varieties of oak, and the bottom lands with 
beach, sugar maple, and sycamore. From a deficiency of springs, 




